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|T0urism News

Morocco: Intense Efforts
to Revive Hotel and
Tourism Sector

Islamic Tourism- Casablanca

The hotel sector is considered today as one of the most important
sectors that contributes greatly to the Moroccan economy. It does
especially so because it is linked to the tourism trade.

Morroco is becoming increasingly dependent on tourism. The total
number of tourist institutions stands at 532 hotels (of which 128 are
three-star, 101 four-star, and 33 five-star). There are more than 25
tourist villages.

The nine most important tourist regions are Agadir-Sus Masa, followed
by Marrakesh-Tanseft, Tangier-Tatwan, Casablanca, Wajda (Eastern
Region), Meknes-Tafelat, Rabat-Sela, and the city of Warzazat and Fas-
Bolman.

A Hotel In Morocco. cooadl 3ulis ual

According to statistics from the Moroccan Tourism Ministry, the number
of rooms has increased to more than 44,500, and the number of record-
ed night stays in hotels during 2002 (to September) was 8,884,657.

European tourists, in respective order, comprise: France, Spain,
Britain, Italy, and the rest of Europe. Then come the Americans,
Canada, Brazil, Mexico and Argentina. Other tourists come from
Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Saudi Arabia, and the Gulf States.

Despite the problems affecting the hotel sector in Morocco, officials
at the Ministry of Tourism stress that according to the Five-Year Plan
(2000-2004), the projected development in the tourist sector is
increasing from 8% to 12%. The main target is to achieve a hotel
capacity of 121,300 during 2004, and about 40,000 beds, and to
increase the total capacity of nightly stays to 45 million.
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